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Primary Sources

“Ask Larger Staft”. New York Times. 4 February 1928.
This newspaper article described the challenges facing Dr. Norris in his career that led
him to pay for some of the services and technicians in his office.

Bain News Service. John Mitchel, Mayor of New York. Library Of Congress/ Science Photo
Library.http://www.sciencephoto.com/media/435410/view. Web. April 15, 2012.
Image of Mayor Mitchel was used in the documentary.

“Civil Service Board Backs Hylan Move”. New York TImes. 12, January, 1918.
This described the political moves made by Tammany Hall to keep their own
coroners in the offices.

“Criminal Actions In Corner Inquiry”. The New York Times. 10, December, 1918.
This article shows the criminal actions committed by the coroners in New York City
during the Progressive Era.

[Dead Man and Women In Bed], /914-1918. New York City Municipal Collection.
Archives.http://www.nlm.nih.gov/visibleproofs/galleries/technologies/
bertillon_image 9.html. Web. February 16, 2012

This image of a murder crime scene was used in documentary.
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[Dissection]. 1879. Images From the History of Medicine. http://ihm.nlm.nih.gov/luna/
servlet/view/all. Web. January 12, 2012.
This political cartoon represents the corruption of the coroner system and coroners’
involvement with insurance companies and influential families.

“ Dr. Norris, 67, Dies Of Sudden Illness”. New York Times. September 12, 1935.
This obituary describes the work and contributions of Dr. Charles Norris.

Ellington, Duke. The Mooche. Best of Duke Ellington. 1928. MP3.
This song was used in the documentary.

“Finds Bribe Trail In Corners’ Office”. The New York Times. 5 December, 1914.
This article describes the bribes taken by the coroners to cover up crimes.

Genesis. The Bible. New Living Translation. Tyndale House Publishers,2003. Print.
The quotation at the beginning of the documentary was used to represent the
justice that every citizen of the United States is entitled to, even in death.

Gettler, Alexander O. “Why The Corner System Has Broken Down”. National Municipal
Review, Volume 13. Issue 10, (1924): 560-568. Scanned print, ILL Number: 87534028.
This explains, in the words of one of a man working for Norris, why the coroner system
was a failure in the medico-legal system.

[Gettler and Norris in his toxicology lab]. 1920. http://www.tumblr.com/tagged/alexander-gettler.
Web. April 19, 2012.

This image of Dr. Norris and his toxicologist was used in documentary.
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Guerin, W.Fitz [Nude girl on table being autopsied by doctor]. 1900-1910. Library of Congress
Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/
item/ 2002699166/resource/. Web. April 22,2012
This image was used in the documentary to show an autopsy performed in a home.
Hanshaw, Annette. Daddy, Won’t You Please Come Home?. Bioshock 2, 2010. MP3.
This song was used in the documentary.
[Image of a Death Certificate] 1890.http://www.rootdig.com/public/2006 12 01 archive.html.
April 15, 2012.
This image was used in documentary when discussing the inaccurate death certificates
under the coroner system.
K.A,Galil, The Human Skull.University of Western Ontario.http://www.forestcity.ca/
drgalil/ skull/index.htm . Web. April 13, 2012.
The image of this skull was used in documentary.
Licht,Daniel. Blood Theme 2010. Dexter Season 5, 2010. MP3.
This song was used in the documentary.
Licht, Daniel. Eulogy/ Have a Chance. Dexter Season 5, 2010. MP3.
This song was used in the documentary.
[Men In Elevator Shaft]. 1914-1918. New York Municipal Archives.
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/visibleproofs/galleries/technologies/bertillon_image 7.html.
Web. February 16, 2012

This crime scene image was used in the documentary.
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“Milestones” Time Magazine. 23, September, 1935.
This obituary describes the work and successes of Dr. Charles Norris.

Muller, Adolfo, Charles S. Whitman. Hall Of Governors. New York State Capitol Building.
http://www.hallofgovernors.ny.gov/generic/hall-of-governors-exhibits.
Image of the Governor was used in documentary.

Nash, Thomas, The “Brains”. 1871. Library of Congress. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/
item/ 2002723257/. Web. March 21, 2012.
Image of this political cartoon was used in documentary.

Nash, Thomas, “ The Tammany Tiger Loose.” 1871. Harper’s Weekly. http://cartoons.osu.edu/
nast/tammany _tiger.htm Web. March 12, 2012.
Image of this political cartoon was used in documentary.

Nash, Thomas, “ What are you Laughing at? To the Victor Belong the Spoils.” 1871. Harper’s
Weekly. http://cartoons.osu.edu/nast/what_are you.htm.
Image of this political cartoon was used in documentary.

New York, Bellevue Hospital. Images From The History Of Medicine. http://thm.nlm.nih.gov/.
Web. April 12, 2012.
Image of the hospital was used in documentary.

“Norris Succeeds Riordan”. New York Times. 1 February, 1918.
This article describes the differences between the last coroner in New York and Dr.

Charles Norris.
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“ Offer Of ‘Favors’ A Joke, Flynn Says”. New York Times. 8 April 1932.
This article describes a case where people in New York continued to try to bride medical
examiners in Norris’ office and failed.

“Oust Corners, Says Wallstein”. The New York Times. 4 January, 1915.
This article describes the report Wallstein submitted to the Governor of New York and an
interview with Wallstein on his recommendation to get rid of coroners. A screen shot was
used in the documentary.

Pach Bros. Photos. 1935. [Photograph of Dr. Charles Norris]. New York Times.
The image of Charles Norris was used in documentary.

“Says Corner Tried To Server Two Sides”. The New York Times. 5 October, 1914.
This article describes the corruption of the coroner system when they falsified documents
to serve the insurance companies and the industries.

Shaw, Artie. Gloomy Sunday. Jazz Foundation Vol.1,. MP3.
This song was used in the documentary.

Shaw, Artie. Nightmare. Bioshock 2, 2010. MP3.
This song was used in the documentary.

[Simmons and Savory Undertakers] Cambridge. Museum.http://cambridgemuseum.org.nz/
Articles/utakingart.htm. Web. April 4, 2012.
Image of undertaker’s office was used to represent the undertakers in New York in
documentary.

“ The City Corner’s Office”. The New York Times. 24 November, 1914.

This letter to the editor declares the coroner’s office as a failure and a political office.



[The Hudson River]. 1900.http://walkinnewyork.blogspot.com/2009/10/lower-manhattans-
financial-district.html. Web. February 19, 2012.
This image used in documentary to represent the coroner who claimed the drowning body
more than once for commission.
Treasury, Internal Rev. Chemist G.F Beyer. 1920. Library Of Congress. http://www.loc.gov/
pictures/item/npc2007000977/.Web. April 7, 2012.
Image was used in documentary to represent chemists used under the coroner system.
[Undertaker ad]. 1880. http://demonba55player.deviantart.com/art/Tombstone-Undertaker-
ad-266353420.web. April 24, 2012.
Image of undertaker’s poster was used to represent the undertakers of New York.
University of Virginia Hospital Autopsy Room. 1929. Image From the History of Medicine.
http://ihm.nlm.nih.gov/luna/servlet/view/all. Web. January 15,2012.
Image of autopsy room was used in documentary.
Vachon, John [performing autopsy on tularemia-infected guinea pigs]. Library Of
Congress.http:/ www.loc.gov/pictures/item/owi2001003553/PP/.web_April 22,2012.
Image used in documentary to represent trained medical examiners.
“Walestein Attacks Corner Riordan”. The New York Times. 10 January, 1915.
This newspaper article describes in detail how the last coroner of New York was unfit

for the job.
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“Will Aid The Hunt For Corner Graft”. The New York Times. 6 December, 1914.
In this article Walestein declares that he will do anything in his power to end the coroner
system. At this point, the insurance companies joined the battle against the coroner

system.



Secondary Resources

Bell, Suzanne. “Crime and Circumstances: Investigating the History of Forensic Science”.
Connecticut: Praeger Publishers, 2008. Print.
This book was used to describe Norris’ family history, education and professional
background. This explained why he was above corruption.

Blum, Deborah. “The Poisoner’s Handbook”. New York City: Penguin Group, 2010. Print.
This was the first secondary source I read. It introduced me to the work of Dr. Charles
Norris and helped me establish my connection to the theme and create my thesis.

Eckert, William G. “Charles Norris (1868-1935) and Thomas A. Gonzales

(1878-1956) New York’s forensic pioneers”. American Journal of Forensic Medicine
and Pathology, Volume 8. Issue 4 (1978): pages 351-353. scanned print, [ILL Number:
85657195.
This journal article was used to describe the motivation of Charles Norris service,
education and research.

Eckert, William G. “Introduction to Forensic Sciences, Second edition”. New York: Elsevier,
1992. Print.
This book was used to locate the information on the first toxicology lab in America and

the innovative techniques for investigating poisons in the human body.



[Gettler’s Boys]. 1922-1923 Poisoner’s Handbook.
http://justonly.com/chemistry/onebook/forensics/index.php. Web. March 1, 2012.
This is a photo of the Bellevue Labs in New York. Dr. Charles Norris, Dr. Alexander
Gettler and their staff is in the picture.

Jentzen, Jeftfrey M. “Death Investigation In America: Corners, Medical Examiner, and the

Pursuit and Medical Certainty”. Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, October 30,
2009. Print.
This book gave me the background information I needed to know about the coroner
system.

Jirka, J. Frank. “ American Doctors of Destiny”. Freeport, NY: Books For Libraries Press, 1970.
Print.
This book gave me the illustration of Dr. Charles Norris in his lab that I used in my
documentary.

Kayatin, William, Ph. D. Personal Interview. 19 Mar. 2012.
Two segments of this interview were used to explain the Progressive Era and patronage.

Marry Trotman, Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Personal Interview. June
4,2012.
Two segments of this interview were used to explain the significants of Doctor Charles

Norris’ work.
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Niyogi, S.K. “Historical Development of Forensic Toxicology in America up to 1978”.
American Journal of Forensic Medicine and Pathology, Volume 1. Issue 3 (1980):
pages 249-246. scanned print, ILL Number:85677062.

This journal article established the importance of Norris’ work by stating “This was a
momentous event as this institution was regarded as the birthplace of forensic
toxicology.”

Progressives' Programs. Prod. Media Rich Learning. Media Rich Learning~United
Learning, 2002. Discovery Education. Web. 25 April, 2012.
<http://www.discoveryeducation.com/>.

Video footage used in documentary to describe the Progressive Era.

Technology in the Progressive Era. Prod. Cerebellum. Cerebellum, 2003. Discovery Education.

Web. 25 April, 2012. <http://www.discoveryeducation.com/>.

Video footage from this video is used in documentary.
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